
 It was a bit like an upside-
down saucer - it looked like a
jelly to start with 
Rosa Granville

 I shouted 'Hello, what are
you doing there?'. They
looked faceless. I couldn't see
their features 
Rosa Granville

The possibility of alien life has
provoked excitement for
centuries
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New details on UFO case released

Tom Bourton 
BBC Wales news website

It's 60 years since the term flying saucer
was first coined, and I have to admit I
hold a rather cynical view when it
comes to UFOs and alien life.

But no matter how much of an
unbeliever you are, the idea of
extraterrestrial life cannot fail to quicken
the pulse and the notion has captivated
the imagination of people all across the
globe for decades.

And it's not likely to go away - the lure
of the unexplained has long proved irresistible and, with space tourism
becoming a reality, our fascination with close encounters can only grow.

Thirty years ago, a corner of south west Wales was caught up in a "flap" - a
wave of sightings in an area - that became known as The Broad Haven
Triangle.

So when details about these cases were released at the National Archive in
Kew recently, I couldn't resist some Mulder and Scully action.

Leafing through the documents at
Kew, the story began to unfold. It was
April 1977 and Rosa Granville, who
runs the Haven Fort Hotel in Little
Haven, was in bed at around 2.30am
when she was awoken by strange noise and lights.

Looking out of her window, she described seeing an object which looked like
an "upside-down saucer" in the field next to the hotel and two 'faceless
humanoid' creatures with pointed heads.

The incident, she said in a subsequent letter she wrote to her MP Nicholas
Edwards, left her "agitated and disturbed and not the least bit desirous of
another encounter".

"I would be pleased to hear of an explanation, it would greatly help to relieve
the sense of shock I feel since my encounter," she added.

Speaking to BBC Wales' news website,
Mrs Granville recalled the object: "It
was a bit like an upside-down saucer -
it looked like a jelly to start with."

"There was so much heat - I was by
the window - my face felt burned.

"There was light coming from it and flames of all colours. Then [the creatures]
came out of these flames, that's what I don't understand.

"I shouted 'Hello, what are you doing there' - they looked faceless. I couldn't
see their features."

She said she went to find other people in the hotel to show them, but that
when she returned to the window a few minutes later, the objects and the men

South West Wales
Find out more about
what is going on
across the region 

SEE ALSO
Saucers in the sky 
Firm rockets into space tourism 
Town's secret Star Wars history 
Meet the neighbours 
'Alien encounter' in valleys 

TOP WALES STORIES
Admission over NHS
'underfunding' 
Farmers' 'badger cull disaster' 
Funeral of family after home fire 

| News feeds

MOST POPULAR STORIES
NOW

MOST SHARED

BBC News
BBC News
BBC News
BBC News
BBC News
BBC News
Church 'colluded' with sex
abuse bishop
UK rail ticket machines hit
by IT glitch
BBC News
BBC News

Most popular now, in detail

File: 2007 07 05_BBC_Wales New details on UFO case released.pdf
URL: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/6740247.stm

http://news.bbc.co.uk/text_only.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/accesskeys/keys.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/go/toolbar/-/home/d/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/go/toolbar/-/a-z/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/text_only.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3681938.stm
file:///1/hi/default.stm
file:///1/hi/world/default.stm
file:///1/hi/uk/default.stm
file:///1/hi/england/default.stm
file:///1/hi/northern_ireland/default.stm
file:///1/hi/scotland/default.stm
file:///1/hi/wales/default.stm
file:///1/hi/wales/wales_politics/default.stm
file:///1/hi/business/default.stm
file:///1/hi/uk_politics/default.stm
file:///1/hi/health/default.stm
file:///1/hi/education/default.stm
file:///1/hi/sci/tech/default.stm
file:///1/hi/technology/default.stm
file:///1/hi/entertainment/default.stm
file:///1/hi/also_in_the_news/default.stm
file:///1/hi/video_and_audio/default.stm
file:///1/hi/talking_point/default.stm
file:///1/hi/magazine/default.stm
file:///1/hi/in_pictures/default.stm
file:///1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
file:///1/hi/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/welsh/default.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/6740247.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/6740247.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/southwest/
file:///1/hi/magazine/6268708.stm
file:///1/hi/sci/tech/6749873.stm
file:///1/hi/wales/south_west/4555455.stm
file:///1/hi/magazine/6592707.stm
file:///1/hi/wales/south_east/3542418.stm
file:///1/hi/wales/default.stm
file:///news/10621931
file:///news/10626933
file:///news/10627333
http://newsrss.bbc.co.uk/rss/newsonline_uk_edition/wales/rss.xml
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3223484.stm?rss=/rss/newsonline_uk_edition/wales/rss.xml
file:///1/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
file:///1/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-40364632
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-40366646
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-40366976
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-40366816
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-40367686
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-40363063
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-40368573
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-40367628
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-40364821
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-40362094
file:///1/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/6740247.stm


There were a flurry of UFO
sightings near Little Haven in
1977

 The fact the RAF did an
investigation of a UFO
encounter is unique, as far as
I'm aware 
Dr David Clarke

had gone.

When she visited the site of the alleged
landing in the morning, she added there
were "two inches of burned ground
there".

On receiving Mrs Granville's letter back
in 1977, Mr Edwards contacted the
Ministry of Defence and Flight
Lieutenant Cowan, an officer from RAF
Brawdy, then visited the hotel.

In his report to MoD chiefs, Flt Lt
Cowan wrote: "[Mrs Granville] told me
that one night in April of this year she
saw a round object 'like the moon falling down' land in a field at the back of
her property. Two very tall, faceless 'humanoids' got out of this object (about
the size of a mini bus) and appeared to 'take measurements or gather things'."

'Landing fees'

Flt Lt Cowan said he examined the landing site but "could find no evidence of
a landing" and could offer no further explanation.

He added finally that, "should a UFO arrive at RAF Brawdy we will charge
normal landing fees and inform you immediately".

Other incidents reported in the Broad Haven area at the time included a class
of schoolchildren who claimed to have seen a spacecraft near their
playground. Then a family said they saw several UFOs in the space of a week,
as well as several sightings of silver suited creatures.

In his report, Flt Lt Cowan did mention the possibility that "a local prankster"
was at work, and when contacted recently, he said the description of aliens
from many witnesses "fitted exactly the type of protective suit that would be
used in the event of a fire at one of the local oil refineries at Milford Haven".

This indeed seems to have been the case as in 1996, the Western Mail carried
a report in which a 44-year-old businessman Glyn Edwards admitted he had
wandered around the area in a silver suit in 1977 as a prank.

"Alien sightings were all the rage, so I
took a stroll around for a bit of fun," he
is reported as saying.

However, Mrs Granville remains
insistent that she had not been the
subject of a hoax.

"You will always get silly people pretending, but what I saw was definitely
humanoid," she said.

Looking back now, Mrs Granville said she wished there had been an
explanation from nearby RAF Brawdy, but that they had always denied their
plane or their men were involved.

Researcher and lecturer Dr David Clarke, who has written a book called Flying
Saucerers: A Social History of UFOlogy, said Mrs Granville's account was a
big part of "a UFO flap" at the time.

"Despite the fact we know there was hoaxing in the area, the fact that Mrs
Granville's account has remained consistent over 30 years shows she did see
something unusual," he said.

"The fact the RAF did an investigation of a UFO encounter is unique, as far
as I'm aware."

The truth is still out there... 
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